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What can You do? 

Activists around the world have shown that it is possible to resist

the dangerous forces that are undermining human rights. Be part

of this movement. Combat those who peddle fear and hate.

 Join Amnesty International and become part of a worldwide

movement campaigning for an end to human rights violations.

Help us make a difference.

 Make a donation to support Amnesty International’s work.

together we can make our voices heard.  
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amnesty international, International Secretariat, Peter Benenson House,
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death sentences and executions 2013

developments in the use of the death penalty in 2013 confirmed that its

application is confined to a minority of countries. however, some severe

setbacks have to be acknowledged. the resumption of executions in

indonesia, Kuwait, nigeria and Viet nam, as well as the marked increase 

in reported executions in iran and iraq, were among the negative facts that

amnesty international recorded during the year. executions were recorded

in 22 countries in 2013, one more than in 2012. 

the usa remained the only country in the americas to have imposed death

sentences, but only nine us states carried out executions in 2013, as in the

previous year. Maryland became the 18th abolitionist us state in May 2013. 

While Belarus continued to be the only country in europe and central asia

to impose death sentences, no executions were recorded last year.

commutations in singapore and enhanced legal safeguards in china showed

that even among traditional supporters of the death penalty progress 

is visible. constitutional and legal review processes in Benin, comoros,

Ghana and sierra Leone created real opportunities for the abolition of

capital punishment.

this report analyses some of the key developments in the worldwide

application of the death penalty in 2013, citing figures gathered by amnesty

international on the number of death sentences handed down and

executions carried out.

amnesty international opposes the death penalty in all cases without

exception, regardless of the nature or circumstances of the crime; guilt,

innocence or other characteristics of the individual; or the method used by

the state to carry out the execution.
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